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World integration tendencies in the higher education sphere

Current trends in the development of higher education institutions, diversification of university activities
make the development of international cooperation contribute to the advantages and survival of the university
in the time of tough competition in the education market increasingly important._International cooperation can
be realized both via the integration of universities and study programs. The latter often takes the form of aca-
demic mobility of students and teachers with the goal of broadening their worldview and acquiring interna-
tional experience in higher education. The article gives an analytical survey of student academic mobility in
different countries and the change in the student academic mobility map. The public policy of some countries
has brought about changes in the choice of the countries students make when deciding where to study. An
analysis of academic mobility of students from post-Soviet countries has revealed that the greater number of
students, who go to study abroad than that of international students who come on the international mobility
programs, results in imbalance in academic mobility. The article gives an analytical survey of student aca-
demic mobility with the conclusion that at present the integration process tends to focus on mobility only,
though integration has much more implications.

Keywords: integration in higher education, student mobility, international cooperation, international students.

In many countries, higher education has become an international commodity, and students are increas-
ingly willing to invest heavily their time and money in international education that will help them move for-
ward.

A prerequisite for further increase of student mobility is the comparability between education systems
and the ability to transfer qualifications obtained by mobile students:

— the development of academic mobility tends to have the following objectives: promoting deeper inter-
action with key countries/regions;

— international cooperation in the field of research and education;

— international educational experience for students;

— integration of international teaching staff and students.

The total flow of students who move to other countries in order to gain new skills and academic experi-
ence is continuing to grow, with almost 5 million in 2014 (it is twice as much as that in 2000, when the flow
of mobile students was 2.1 million) with an annual increase by 10 %. According to the OECD forecasts, by
2025, international student mobility is likely to reach 8 million students per year [1].

Despite some stability in the map of the countries, which receive most students from other countries, in
the recent decades there has been a change in this distribution. At the moment, the USA is still the most pop-
ular country for international students. The second most popular destinations are Great Britain, Germany,
France and Australia, with half of all international students . However, recently, the number of international
students in the USA and Great Britain has been decreasing, whereas Australian and Canadian universities are
becoming increasingly popular [2].

Like in the recent years, most international students come from Asia, China, India and South Korea. Ja-
pan and Korea have the greatest number of international students coming from neighboring countries: 81 %
of international students in Japan and 75 % international students in Korea come from other East Asian coun-
tries [2].

The number of international students is continually increasing all over the world. Most of the host
universities are in Europe, the second popular continent is North America, then goes Asia. The fewest
number of international students study in South America.

On the following diagram, you can see how the student mobility map has changed in the last 15 years
(Fig. 1).

It should be noted, that the map is becoming more and more diverse. The shares of foreign students are
approximately the same when distributed among the countries. The USA, Great Britain, Germany and France
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remain the main host countries. However, the group has been joined by China with an impressive 10 % share
and by Russia (7 %).

2001 2017

Figure 1. Changes in the student mobility map, % [3]

In the 2015-2016 academic year, 92,000 European students studied in the United States, which consti-
tuted 9 % of all the USA international students. Over half of the European students studying in the USA
(52 %) came from the five countries — Great Britain, Turkey, Germany, France and Spain. In 2015-2016 aca-
demic year, more than 38,000 American students, willing to do research abroad, chose Great Britain.

In Australia, the majority of international students also come from China (34 %) and India (12 %)

(Fig. 2).
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Figure 2. Countries, where international students, who studied in Australia in 2015, come from, % [3]

Germany also provides study abroad for its students with a new program aimed at sending to study
abroad half of the all students by 2020. Currently, about a third of all German students spend some time at
universities outside Germany during their studies, however, the German government and the Academic Ex-
change Service (DAAD) are working to increase their number to 50 %.

Germany also seeks to increase the number of international students enrolled in German universities by
17 % within the next few years. Unlike similar programs in Russia and Asia, the main incentive for Germany
is to increase their competitive advantage in business, science and industry [4].

The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) is the second largest region_(after Asia) of international
students who study in the USA. The number of students from MENA increased by 5 percent in 2015/16,
reaching 108,227 people. Students from Saudi Arabia, Iran and Kuwait constitute the majority of students
from the region and together account for 8 percent of all international students studying in the United States.

In 2016, education abroad for 87 % of Saudi Arabian students was fully funded by the King Abdullah
Scholarship Program (KASP) (Fig. 3).
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Figure 3. Distribution of Saudi Arabia students in different countries in 2015, % [3]

As it can be seen in Figure 3, Saudi Arabian students prefer to study in the USA (60 %). Fewer students
choose the UK (10 %), Canada and Arabian countries host 8 % each.

The main host countries in Asia are South Korea and China. We should note, that in the recent decades,
the number of students from the United States studying in these countries has increased. At the same time,
the flow of students from South Korea to other countries has decreased (Fig. 4).

Figure 4. Student mobility in South Korea, the number of students

South Korean mobility to Canada fell by 58 %, to Australia — 33 %, and to Japan by 24 %. On the oth-
er hand, the number of South Korean students studying in China increased by 6 percent in 2014-2015, sur-
passing that in the United States [3].

It can be seen in Figure 5 that the bulk of students who arrived in South Korea are from China (58 %)
and Vietnam (11 %). International students from other countries account for 1 or less percent.
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Figure 5. Countries, where international students, who study in South Korea, come from, % [3]
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In 2015, the government of South Korea set a goal to provide 200,000 international students by 2023, to
make up 5 percent of all higher education. Incentives to support this goal include scholarships; rules that al-
low universities to open international departments or programs; enhancing English language training and
increasing employment opportunities in Korea.

Some early signs indicate that these measures have been successful. Already in September 2016, the
number of international students in South Korea reached a record of 122,082 people, a 20 — percent increase
since September 2015.

In 2013 352,644 students from the post-Soviet countries accounted for about 9 percent of international
students in the United States. About 63% of the mobile students choose to study in a different country of the
former Soviet Union [4].

Russia ranks first among the five main host countries for all the students from the former Soviet states
and is the number one country for these students. The countries sending the greatest number of students to
Russia are Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Belarus and Uzbekistan. Together, students from these four countries
make up 44 % of international students in Russia.

The students of post-Soviet countries prefer to study in the United States and Europe, particularly, in
Germany, Great Britain, Denmark and the Netherlands. In 2015/16 academic year, 12,862 students studied in
the UK, most of them from Russia (42 %), Kazakhstan (15 %) and Ukraine (13 %) [4; 9].
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Figure 6. Mobility of the CIS students [5]

Figure 6 demonstrates that, in almost all post-Soviet countries, the number of students who go to study
abroad exceeds the number of international students who visit post-Soviet countries.

The greatest number of both international students, and those sent abroad is in Russia. Kazakhstan ranks
second, after Russia, in the number of students who go to study abroad. Then go Ukraine, Belarus and
Turkmenistan. The number of students who study in Kazakhstan universities is much less than that in Russia,
Ukraine, and Belarus.

The Russian «Incentive 5/100» was launched in 2012 and was designed to increase the number of inter-
national teachers in Russian universities to 10 %, and international students - to 15 % by 2020 as a part of a
broader plan to develop the global competitiveness of Russian research and higher education [6].

The project has two main objectives: encouraging international students to study in Russia, and includ-
ing at least five Russian universities in the top 100 universities of the world by 2020. To achieve this goal, in
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Russian universities courses on Russian language and Literature have been organized for admission of inter-
national students.

In November 2017, the 39th session of the General Conference of UNESCO gave a green light to the
continuation of work on the UNESCO Convention on Academic Mobility, the Global Convention on the
Recognition of Qualifications in Higher Education, in order to officially adopt a new convention at the next
UNESCO general conference in November 2019 [7].

The draft global convention, included in the progress report of the UNESCO General Conference, es-
tablishes important principles of transparency, intended to serve as a tool for building confidence in foreign
qualifications and educational systems.

Of greatest importance is reliable and ethical quality assurance systems for higher education institutions
the signatory states should develop. Each State should also provide complete, accurate and up-to-date infor-
mation on its higher education system and qualifications and provide advice on appropriate procedures and
criteria for the recognition of foreign qualifications.

In general, the future global convention will improve the rights of students, studying at the international
level, strengthen inter-regional academic mobility, and will promote building confidence across borders.

Thus, the analysis allows us to draw to the following conclusions. First, student mobility remains stable
and highly unbalanced. Only several countries in Europe and the USA remain popular for academic training.
Recently, China has been added to the list.

Secondly, in most countries there is imbalance regarding the attracted international students and stu-
dents who leave the country to study abroad.

Third, despite the support of many EU funds, mobility remains available for a small number of students
and teachers.

Fourth, academic mobility has been seen as a part of a broader process of integration in higher educa-
tion relatively recently (the recent two-three decades), probably due to the European Union programs.

Unfortunately, today integration in higher education remains within the framework of mobility. In order
to expand the boundaries of integration processes, it is also necessary to start the integration of study pro-
grams, define the so-called «world» competences of education, and create a network of transnational univer-
sities.
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I'. KononbsiHoBa, XK. baiikenos, K. Bpaysaiinep

Korapsl 6ij1imM Oepy casacbIHAAFbI KipiryaiH d/jeMAiK 3aHAbLIBIKTAPbI

JKorapbl OKy OpBIHIAPBIHBIH Ka3ipri 3aMaHfbl JaMybl, YHHBEPCUTETTED KbI3METIHIH LIEKapaChIHbIH KEHEol
JKaFmainapeinia, OUTiM HapbIFbIHIA KaTal 0oceke Ke3iHIe apTHIKIIBUIBIKTAphl MEH eMipIIeHIIri (haKTopsl
peTiH/e XalbIKapaJblK BIHTHIMAKTACTHIKTBIH JaMybl OJaH Ja ©3€KTi Oobll TabbutaJbl. XajblKapajblk
BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK YHHBEPCHTETTEP/IH JKOHE OKy OarmapiiaMasapblHBIH OipiryiHmi ne KepiHic Tabassbl.
CoOHFBICHI KOFaphl OUTIM calachblHAA XaJbIKapanblK TIKIPHOEHI HEMJIeHy >KoHE OH-epiCTi KeHEHTy
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MAaKCaThIH/Ia CTYICHTTEP MEH OKbITYIIbUIAPJBIH aKaJASeMHUSJIBIK YTKBIPJIBIFBI TYPiHE JKHipeKk Hue Oonajbl.
Makanazia CTyISHTTEP/IH Sp eJIepAeri akaJeMUsUIbIK YTKBIPIBIFbIHA TANAay JKYPTi3iiin, MEeMICKEeTTepHiH
yKiMeTTepi cascaThiHa OaiyIaHBICTBI CTYACHTTEp OLTIM anFbICHl KENeTiH eJaepre apThIKUIBUIBIK OepyiHae
e3repicTepaiiH OaiiKajyblHa COWKeC CTYOCHTTEPIiH YTKBIPIBIFBI KapTachIHBIH ©3repyl KepCeTisreH.
Y TKBIPIBIKTHIH TEHTePIMCI3/IITiIHE OKENIN COFAThIH MOCTKEHECTIK eNIepre KeJeTiH MIETENIIK CTYACHTTEPMEH
CaJBICTBIPFAaHa LICTENepre KETeTIHACPAIH CaHBIHBIH Kol OONybl TOH, IIOCTKCHECTIK eIIep.IiH
CTYICHTTEPIHIH aKaJeMHUsJIbIK YTKBIPJIBIFBIHA TalJay dKacairaH. Makajaja CTYACHTTEpAIH aKaJeMHSIIBIK
YTKBIPIIBIFBIHA Tajlay JKYPri3UIreH jkoHe Kasipri ke3me jxkorapbl Oimimae Oipiry ynepici HeriziHeH
YTKBIPJIBIFBIHA LIBIPFANaHFAaH JIETeH KOPBITHIHABI JKacajfaH, IIbIHAHBUIBIKTA OyJ yaepicrep omnekaiina
KeHipek 0oapbl.

Kinm ces3dep: xorapbl Oimimzeri Oipiry, CTYISHTTEPIiH YTKBIPJBIFBI, XaJbIKAPATbIK bIHTHIMAKTACTHIK,
HIETEINTIK CTYACHTTED.

I'. KononbsiHoBa, K. baiikenos, K. Bpaysaiinep

MupoBble TeHACHIIUM HHTEerpaunu B cepe BbicuIero 00pasoBaHusi

B ycnoBusix COBPEMEHHOTO Pa3BUTHUS BBICHIMX YUEOHBIX 3aBEACHHH, PACIIUPEHUS] TPAHMI] IESITEILHOCTH
YHUBEPCUTETOB BCE OOJNBINYIO aKTyalbHOCTh MPUOOPETAET Pa3BUTHE MEXKYHAPOIHOTO COTPYIHUYECTBA KaK
(akTOp MperMyIIecTBa U BEBDKUBACMOCTH By3a IIPU HAJINYHHU XKECTKON KOHKYPEHIIMH Ha PhIHKE 00pa30BaHuUs.
MexyHapoaHOE COTPYJHHYECTBO MOXET BBIPAXKAaThCS B MHTETPAllMH KaK YHHBEPCHTETOB, TaK M Y4eOHBIX
nporpamm. [lociennee game Bcero nprodperaer GopMy akaaeMHIecKOi MOOMIBHOCTH CTYASHTOB U IIPEIo-
JaBaTeleil ¢ MeNbI0 pacIIMpeHHs KPyro3opa M IPHOOPETEHUS MEXIYHapOIHOTO OIbITa B cepe BBICIIETO
oOpa3oBaHus. B cTaThe mpencTaBiIeH aHaNIN3 aKaJAeMHYeCKOi MOOMIFHOCTH B pa3iIMYHBIX CTpaHaX. AHaIN3
U3MEHEHH B KapTe MOOMIIBHOCTH MOKa3all, YTO B PE3yJIbTaTe MOJUTUK MPABUTEIBCTB CTPAH IMPOUCXOIAT U3-
MEHEHHUs] U B MPEINOUTEHHN CTpPaH, A€ CTYAEHThl XOTenu Obl MONy4YuTh OOpa3oBaHue. JlaHHBIE aHANU3a
aKaJeMHYECKOM MOOMIBHOCTH CTYJEHTOB IIOCTCOBETCKMX CTpaH IIOKa3bIBAIOT BBICOKMH POCT dHCIIA
BBIE3KAIONIUX CTYIEHTOB B BY3Bl 3apyO€Xbs, IO CPABHEHUIO C 3apyO€KHBIMH CTYJIEHTaMH, KOTOpbIE Toce-
IIAl0T TOCTCOBETCKHE CTPAHBI, YTO, B CBOIO OYepenb, MPUBOAUT K HecOATaHCHPOBAHHOCTH MOOHMIBHOCTH.
ABTOpaMu cJieNlaH BEIBOJ O TOM, YTO B HACTOSIIIEE BPeMs NPOIECC HUHTETPalliy B BHICIIIEM 00pa30BaHUH 3a-
IIUKJIEH B OCHOBHOM Ha MOOMJIBHOCTH, XOTSI B PEIBHOCTH 3TH IIPOLECCH FOPa3o HIUpe.

Kniouesvie cnosa. HUHTErpanys B BBICHIEM 06pa3013aH1/H/1, MOOMIBHOCTD CTYACHTOB, MEXKIAYHAPOAHOC COTPYA-
HUYE€CTBO, HHOCTPAHHBIE CTYAEHTBI.
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