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Management of urbanization processes in the context of regional development of Kazakhstan

Abstract:

Obiject: The intention of carrying out this study is to learn how the Kazakhstan system of administration takes
control of its development process.

Methods: In the course of writing the article, various methods were used, which include interviews with experts,
politicians and government officials; general scientific research methods; as well as a comparative method that allowed
us to see the features of the development of urbanization in Kazakhstan.

Findings: Several findings were observed from the study that was conducted. First, Kazakhstan emphasized de-
velopment in terms of urbanization and the growth of the major cities. While at the jubilee meeting of the international
scholarship “Bolashak” in Astana, a city in Kazakhstan, the first President of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev, high-
lighted the importance of the towns that were densely populated with more than a million people residing in
them (Nukusheva et al., 2023). The study also found that about 58.9% of the people who resided in cities and towns in
Kazakhstan were tremendously significant compared to the country's population in 2010 (54.5%). Further research
showed that the country had become more revolutionized and urbanized in the past decade. Comparing the difference
between the last ten years and now, the number of city occupants has outshined the rural set-up by more than 8%.

Conclusions: This research shows how much hard work costs for the Kazakhstan government to move its people
to the cities to get revolutionized. It is recommended that studies to be conducted to fully understand why the disparity
in population growth exists between rural and urban areas.

Keywords: demographic growth, urban areas, urban population, urban policies, economic growth, Kazakhstan, ur-
banization, regional development, and state management.

Introduction

Today, 56% of the world's population, or 4.4 billion inhabitants, live in cities. This trend will continue:
by 2050, with the doubling of the current number of urban dwellers, practically seven out of ten people in the
world will live in urban areas.

With cities generating more than 80% of the world's GDP, urbanization can, if controlled, promote sus-
tainable growth by intensifying productivity and innovation (Blanc & Cotella, 2023).

However, a galloping urbanization is accompanied by many challenges. This includes responding to the
growing demand for affordable housing, transport networks and other vital infrastructure, basic services and
jobs, especially for the billion urban poor who often live in informal settlements. In addition, the rise of con-
flicts is increasing the pressures on cities, with 50% of displaced people finding refuge in urban areas. More
precisely, urbanization is a global phenomenon, which is accelerating over the centuries and seems to prom-
ise an inexorable progression in the future. It is manifested by a continuous increase in the population of ur-
ban areas, and, logically, by the physical extension of agglomerations.

This trend also takes place for the Republic of Kazakhstan and this is why this topic is of particular im-
portance for the use of international experience at the national level (Ahmetova et al., 2023).

The level of urbanization of a territory (region, country, and continent) is assessed by:

e the ratio between the number of urban residents and that of rural ones,
e the population density of the different areas,

e the territorial expansion of agglomerations,

e the transformation of lifestyles.

It should be noted that the term urbanization is to be distinguished from that of urban planning, which
designates the way in which cities and peri-urban spaces are built, transformed, landscaped and organized.
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Urbanization often goes hand in hand with economic growth, demographic transition, economic and social
development, etc. (Pakina, A. et al., 2023).

This paper will look at how the government of Kazakhstan handles growth and how that affects region-
al development. Urbanization can be good in many ways. It can help the economy grow because towns have
more jobs and pay more. It can also make getting benefits like education and health care easier.

Nevertheless, development can also be bad in some ways. It can cause towns to get too crowded and
dirty. People moving away from rural places can also be a problem. Kazakhstan's government has been try-
ing to make sure that urbanization has as many positive effects as possible and as few negative ones as pos-
sible. This paper will examine the government's plans and methods for doing this.

Literature review

The literature review on how the government in Kazakhstan keeps an eye on urbanization in the context
of regional development found that over the past few years, Kazakhstan has put much effort into moving
people into cities and growing the country's biggest cities. In 2013, the first President of Kazakhstan,
Nursultan Nazarbayev, spoke at the jubilee meeting of the international scholarship “Bolashak” in Astana
(Hasan et al., 2023). He talked about how big cities with over a million people are important. In 2010, about
54.5% of the people in Kazakhstan lived in cities. Now, about 58.9% of the people in Kazakhstan live in cit-
ies. Since 2010, about 8% more people have lived in cities than in rural places. Also, the country has become
more urban in the last 10 years, which has sped up the development process all over the country.

Because there are economic benefits to having many people in a small number of places in a country,
some countries have made it easier for people to move to their bigger towns. When many people live in a
small area, it helps the business grow in many ways. These perks include direct access to bigger markets,
economies of scale, lower shipping costs, expertise within a field, and more (Akisheva et al., 2023). One of
the most important things towns can do to help their businesses to grow and make more money is to have
many people living in a small area. It also makes a big difference regarding the free sharing of thoughts, an-
other important need.

Methods

The first method used in this research is through interviews; it may become evident what Kazakhstan's
growth and development objectives are. Professionals and other well-known individuals in the field can in-
form professionals about Kazakhstan's development challenges and prospects. Government officials, urban
planners, academics, company owners, and community members may all be questioned (Berdibekova et al.,
2022). These individuals can inform you of the government's development objectives and how they will im-
pact the area's progress. Open-ended inquiries kick off a conversation. Interviews may also demonstrate how
other nations operate and what they have learnt. Speaking with specialists is an excellent approach to provid-
ing them with the knowledge they would not have received otherwise. Conversations between government
officials may reveal how and why they make choices. Interviews may reveal how and what various groups of
people feel and believe. Talks are an excellent method to learn how the Kazakh government manages devel-
opment in various sections of the nation. Specialists and other influential individuals can inform specialists
about the difficulties and possibilities associated with Kazakhstan's urbanization.

The second method uses case studies, which are the best way to look into how the government in Ka-
zakhstan manages population and regional growth. Case studies can be very helpful. Researchers can look at
how urbanization is happening in different parts of Kazakhstan by doing in-depth case studies of different
towns or areas. The first advantage of using case studies is that they use of case studies gathers and looks at
much information about a single case. This could include strategies for managing the population and how
they affect the growth of an area. Regional growth may also be affected by these laws. Case studies can show
the problems and benefits of growth in Kazakhstan (Junussova et al., 2023).

A comparative study is the third method to examine how development is handled in Kazakhstan in the
context of regional growth. This method looks at the growth patterns and reasons in different places or coun-
tries to see what is the same and different. Comparative analysis has been used, for example, to study the
main factors affecting the trends, harshness, and novelty of growth processes in Kazakhstan (Mendybayev,
2022). They looked at both theory and real information about the birth rate, level and quality of life, and
poverty in Kazakhstan's cities and areas. This research can tell us how fast, where, and how far growth is
happening. It can also help to find patterns and problems in growth and develop ways to deal with them.

In conclusion, a comparison study is a good way to learn how Kazakhstan handles the growth pro-
cess (Mukhametzhan et al., 2020). We can learn more about the problems and opportunities that come with
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development by looking at trends and factors in different places or countries. Lastly, by doing case studies in
several countries, researchers can find world problems, chances, best practices, and other important infor-
mation (Kornilova et al., 2019). This could help the government and people of Kazakhstan keep cities from
getting too big.

Results

Urbanization is a complex and multifactorial phenomenon that can be caused by various factors:

e Industrialization and economic growth: urbanization is often linked to industrialization and econom-
ic growth. Industries and economic activities need manpower and consumers. They therefore tend to settle in
areas that concentrate populations. As a result, cities attract industries, investments and jobs, which, con-
versely, can encourage the migration of rural populations to urban areas in search of work and better living
conditions.

e Population growth: when the population increases (often in connection with industrialization and
economic growth), individuals tend to move to the city to find jobs.

e Social and cultural changes: social and cultural changes, such as the emancipation of women, the
liberalization of morals, the evolution of family values, etc., can encourage people to leave rural areas to seek
new opportunities in cities.

e Conflicts and crises: conflicts and crises, such as wars, natural disasters, famine, drought, etc., can
also force people to leave their lands and seek refuge in urban areas.

o Public policies: public policies can play an important role in urbanization, encouraging or discourag-
ing migration to cities. For example, policies promoting the development of urban infrastructure can encour-
age migration to cities, while policies to protect agricultural land can discourage urbanization.

Cities can grow faster if government knows how to handle the growth of their populations well. It can
do this by making a process that gives feedback and stops problems from happening in the first place. Also
effective management can improve the quality of life for people in the city (Kornilova et al., 2022). This can
be done by making sense of rules and using the most up-to-date ideas in urban planning. Cities can grow in a
healthy way and can last for a long time if smart people run them. You can reach this goal by improving
economic growth and solving social and environmental issues simultaneously.

Discussions

In the twentieth century, for a quadrupling of the global population, that of cities increased by a factor
of 20. The UN statistics suggest a new doubling within a century. The process of urbanization, moreover,
does not take place everywhere according to the same modalities. In rich and/or highly structured countries,
it is relatively supervised via spatial planning policies. In the South, the migrations of rural populations to
cities often get out of control.

Very heterodox situations ensue depending on the case:

For the positive: development of industries, services, transport, etc;

For the negative: various pollutions, increase in GHG emissions and global warming, environmental
degradation, ghettoization and deculturation of weakened populations etc.

These are all issues that question sustainable development and resilience strategies at the local and
global levels. However, it should be noted that while urbanization poses many questions in terms of sustain-
ability, it can also represent an opportunity for our societies to be more sustainable. Indeed, we note that
overall, in developed countries, people living in cities are more “sustainable” than those living in the coun-
tryside: they have a lower carbon footprint, a less strong footprint on the territory. Urban populations gener-
ally use their cars less, they consume less energy because they have smaller living areas, not to mention the
economies of scale that make up dense cities in terms of footprint, circular economy (Alipbeki, O. et al.,
2020).

That is why more and more researchers believe that to make the transition to sustainable societies, re-
specting the ecosystem, it is necessary to generalize dense cities, based on renewable energies and the prin-
ciples of sustainable urban planning.

The study obtained the first result indicating an increase in productivity while reducing costs, which is
shown in Table 1 (Kornilova et al., 2022). The authors believe that with the use of the necessary procedures
and tactics, the urban economy can develop at a faster pace. As a result, the economy will eventually expand
at a faster pace (Turgel et al., 2019).
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Table 1. Increased Productivity With Reduced Expenses

Human The index based on The income Daily nutrition
Kazakhstan development Life Education Gross domestic | concentration .
: calorie content
index expectancy level product level
Azerbaijan 0.738 0.77 0.88 0.56 23.9 2236
Kazakhstan 0.742 0.66 0.92 0.65 40.8 3065
Turkmenistan 0.730 0.68 0.92 0.59 34.9 2306
Uzbekistan 0.689 0.59 0.86 0.61 33.9 2457
Kyrgyzstan 0.672 0.53 0.87 0.61 32.7 2678

Note — compiled by the author based on (Kornilova et al., 2022)

If the city authorities worked better, the people who live there would have a better quality of life. It is
the level of quality of life that is the determining factor in the development of environmentally friendly and
sustainable urbanization. In this sense, the statistics of assessing the improvement in the standard of living of
the regions of Kazakhstan are shown in Table 2 (Kornilova et al., 2022), where we see that only two regions
have a positive result in Akmola and Karaganda.

For other regions, this goal can be achieved in a few days, including setting reasonable rules and using
the latest ideas in urban planning. Both of these plans are good choices. If cities are run by people who know
what they are doing, future urban growth may benefit human health and have little impact on the environ-
ment (Utepov et al., 2021).

Table 2. Improved Living Standards

Region 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018
Akmola -3.4 2.6 -0.3 1.07 67.27 70.38 70.80
Aktobe -2.8 -2.2 -1.7 0.20 70.06 72.33 73.47
Almaty 6.4 -9.6 -2.7 0.52 69.84 71.87 72.40
Atyrau 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.79 69.34 72.26 73.22
Astana -1.4 -2.0 1.2 0.77 73.64 74.67 76.21
Kostanay -6.4 -17.3 6.7 0.72 68.28 70.73 72.20
Karaganda -4.1 -11.7 12.1 2.54 67.40 70.55 71.57
Note — compiled by the author based on (Kornilova et al., 2022)

The effective management of urbanization processes can promote the progression of coordinated and
sustained local development. It also can stimulate the growth of an area in a manner that is both balanced and
sustainable. These are all benefits that can be gained by managing urbanization processes (Musabaev et al.,
2017). This goal may be attained by encouraging regional development that is not only friendly to the envi-
ronment but also helpful to the health of the general populace.

For example, the progress of sustainable local development should also be reflected in the economy of
the region, that is, purchases should be regular and long-term, long-lasting. Table 3 (Kornilova et al., 2022)
shows data on the level and frequency of purchases within regions, which indicate a low level of long-term,
that is, long-term purchase of locally produced goods. Thus, it is the city administration that should create
comfortable economic conditions for the formation of an internal urbanization market, on the one hand it will
develop small and medium-sized businesses, jobs and taxes, and on the other hand provide the population
with local high-quality goods and services.

Table 3. Effective and Sustained Urbanization Process

Discontinuation Of Purchase Yes No Neutral
Purchase When Evidence Proved Clear 18.4 66.8 14.8
Purchase Again After Six Months 76.2 15.6 8.2
Purchase After Three Months 33.6 51.8 14.4
Purchase After Three Months 14.6 73.6 11.8
Continuation Of Purchase 20.0 72.3 7.7
Note — compiled by the author based on (Kornilova et al., 2022)

Conclusions
In conclusion, Kazakhstan's progress and development take much work to control and need a good plan.
The state strategy will have to support decentralization in order to strengthen the management of cities and
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encourage new urban alliances highlighting multi-level governance, based on national urban policies at vari-
ous levels:

Social inclusion. The fundamental goal of good governance is to work for an inclusive, safe, tolerant
and creative society, with universal access to culture. Given the growing diversity of the population and the
migration to cities, local and regional authorities must commit to promoting culture as one of the essential
components of development, as well as promoting respect for plurality and cohabitation.

Urban planning. This new urban partnership must promote urban planning strategic in order to expand
the participation of actors in the development of their city. This must also allow the new leaders to build a
vision of the future of the city that responds effectively to urban growth and requirements of local actors, by
articulating the physical, economic dimensions, social and cultural. It must also ensure the mobilization of
resources local and national in order to improve the quality of life and promote cohesion territorial.

Access to basic services. The improvement of the “slums” must continue to be a priority in order to
build more inclusive cities and improve the living conditions of millions of people who live in informal set-
tlements, without access to infrastructure or to basic services. Most of the actions that can contribute in a
way effective in improving slums depend on local authorities, even if the situation may vary from one coun-
try to another.

The construction of more resilient cities depends largely on the solving major deficits in infrastructure
and basic services faced by a large number of urban governments (lack of drinking water networks, sewers,
drains, roads, waste collections, emergency services and building standards).

These include correct control and management of urbanization, flexible management, regional policies,
and using best practices when making urban strategies. A mixed multi-level management method is suggest-
ed to do these things. With this method, the area effects of urban policy and the country's strategic develop-
ment goals would be put into groups for feedback and preventive management. Getting a handle on urbaniza-
tion may help Kazakhstan grow its land area. Policies and programs that are well thought out can help the
business grow and also solve social and environmental issues.
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A.C. AxmeTtoBa, I'.H. Hakunosa
Ka3zakcTaHHBIH OHipJIiK 1aMybl KOHTEKCiHAe YpOaHU3aluA NpouecTepin 6ackapy

Anoamna.

Maxcamur: 3eptTeyni Kyprizynie makcatel — KaszakcTaHABIK Oackapy jKydeci ©3iHiH JaMy TPOLECiH Kamai
OaKbUIAUTHIHBIH O1Ty.

O0ici: Makanansl a3y OapbIChIHIa capanuibulapAblH MIiKipJiepi »oHe OpTYpJli dicTep KOJIJaHBLIIBI, OHBIH
iIIH/E: CapamniibUIapIblH, CasCATKEPICPIiH KOHE MEMIICKCTTIK OWIIK OKUIICpiHIH cyXOarTapbl, 3epTTCYAiH KaJIlbl
FBUIBIMH 9JlicTepi; coHnaii-ak Kazakcranna ypOaHU3aUMSHBIH 1aMy €peKUICTIKTEPiH Kopyre MYMKIHIIK OepeTiH callbl-
CTBIpPMAJIBI JIiC.

Kopvimeinowvr: JXypriziiren 3eprrey KYMBICHIHIA OipHEIIe KOPBITBHIHIBI »acainbl. bipinmiigen, Kasakcran
ypbaHu3aIus jKoHe ipi Kajgaaap/blH ecyi TYPFBICBIHAH qamyFa epekiie MoH Oepai. Kasakcranubiy TyHrbin [Ipe3uaenTi
H. HazapbaeB Acrana kanaceiHma eTkeH «bomamaky XalbIKapalblK CTHICHIMSICHIHBIH MEPEeUTOMIBIK Ke3aecyiHae
MWUIMOHHAH acTaM ajaM TYPATBhIH XaJKbl THIFBI3 OpHANACKaH KallaJdapAblH MaHBBABUTBIFBH atan oTTi (Hykymesa
xoHe Oackanap, 2023). Conpaii-ak 3eprreyae Kasakcran kaxamapbelHIa TYPaThH agaMaapasiH mamMameH 58,9%-s1 2010
JKBUTFBI €J1 XaJIKBIHBIH CaHBIMEH CalBICTRIpFaHaa (54,5%) eTe kem ekeHi aHBIKTaIIbel. KeWiHTi 3epTTeyep enaiH COHFBI
OHXKBUIJIBIKTa PEBOIONUSIIBIK JKOHE ypOaHHW3alusara aiHamraHblH KepceTTi. COHFBI OH KBbUI MEH OYTiHII KYHHIH
afBIPMAIIBUIBIFBIH CaJIBICTBIPA OTBIPHIN, Kala TYPFBIHAAPBIHBIH CaHBl aybll TYPFBIHIAPbIHAH 8 Malbi3MaH acTaMra
apTKaHbIH aliTa ajiambi3.

Tyorcoipoimoama: byn 3eprrey KazakcraH ykiMeTiHe peBOJIOLMSUIBIK ©3repicTep KYpriy YLIiH ©3 ajamIapbiH
Kajajapra Kellipy KaHIIAJBIKTHl ayblp CHOCK CKeHiH KepceTelmi. HemiKTeH aybUIABIK JKOHE KalalblK ayaaHaap
apachIH/Ia XaJbIK CaHbIHBIH OCYiH/Ie TeHCI3/IIK O0ap €KeHIiH TOJIBIK TYCIHY YIIiH 3epTTeyIIep KYPri3y YChIHBLIAbI.

Kinm ce30ep: nemorpadusuiblK ocCy, KalalblK ayJaHaap, Kaja XaJKbl, KaJajblK cascaT, SKOHOMUKAIBIK ©cCy,
KazakcraH, ypOaHu3amus, HIpIIiK JaMy *KoHEe MEMJIEKETTIK Oackapy.

A. AxmeToBa, I'. Hakunosa
YnpasJienue npoueccaMmu ypoaHU3aluM B KOHTEKCTE pernoHajabHoro paspurus Kazaxcrana

Annomayus:

Lenw: 1lenp qTaHHOTO WCCIICIOBAHUS COCTOUT B TOM, YTOOBI Y3HATH, KaK Ka3aXCTaHCKasi CHCTEMa yIPaBICHHUS KOH-
TPOJIUPYET MPOLIECC CBOETO Pa3BUTHSL.

Memoowl: B xo1e HanucaHus CTaThH OBLTH MCIIOJBE30BaHBI PA3JIMYHBIC METOJIBI, KOTOPHIC BKIIFOYAIOT UHTEPBBIO C
9KCIEPTAMH, MOJUTHKAMH U TPEACTABUTEISIMH TOCYJAPCTBCHHOM BIIACTH; OOIICHAYYHBIC METOJBI HCCIICIOBAaHUS; a
TaKXKe CPAaBHHUTEIILHBIA METOJI, KOTOPBIX TIO3BOJIMIT YBUIETh OCOOCHHOCTH pa3BuTHs ypOaHu3anun B Kazaxcrane.

Pezynomamui: B ctaTthe OBLIO CAENaHO HECKOJILKO BHIBOAOB. Bo-mepBhix, Kazaxcran npuaasan ocoboe 3HaUCHHE
Pa3BUTHIO C TOYKH 3peHHS ypOaHMU3AIMHN U POCTa KPYIMHBIX TOPOAOB. BricTymas Ha ro0uieiHo# BcTpeue MexayHapoa-
Hoi crunenaun «bonamak» B Acrane (Kaszaxcran), nepsbiii Ilpesunent Kasaxcrana H. HazapGaeB moquepkHy/I Bax-
HOCTh TYCTOHACEJICHHBIX TOPOJIOB, B KOTOPHIX MPOXKUBAET Oojiee MuutnoHa desoBek (Hykymesa u np., 2023). Uccie-
JIOBaHME TaKXe IMOKa3asio, 94To okojo 58,9 % miozeid, mpoxuBaBmKuX B ropoaax KazaxcraHa, ObUIH Ype3BBIYAMHO 3HA-
YHUTEIbHBIMHA TI0 CPaBHEHHUIO ¢ HaceseHueM crpansl B 2010 1. (54,5 %). JlanpHeiinne uccaea0BaHus MOKA3alH, 9TO 3a
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TIOCJIE/IHEE JICCSATWICTHE CTpaHa crajia 0oJsiee PEeBOJIIOLMOHU3MPOBAHHOW M ypOaHM3upoBaHHOW. CpaBHUBAsI pazHHILY
MEXAY TOCIEIHUMH JECITHIO TOIaMH U CETOJHSIIHUM JTHEM, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO KOJIMYECTBO T'OPOJICKHX >KUTEIEeH
TIPEBBICHIIO KOJIMIECTBO CENLCKUX KHTenei Oonee yem Ha 8 %.

Bvi600b1: D10 BccnenoBaHue MOKA3bIBAET, CKOIBKO TSKEIOH paboThl cTOMIO MpaBuTeNbcTBY Kasaxcrana mepece-
JIUTH CBOMX JIIOJIEH B TOPOJIa JUIsl IPOBEICHUS PEBOMIOLMOHHBIX ITpeoOpa3oBannil. PekoMeHI0BaHO MMPOBECTH HCCIIEIO-
BaHMSA, YTOOBI ITOJHOCTBIO MOHATH, IOYEMY CYIIECTBYET HEPABEHCTBO B POCTE HACEJICHHS MEXIY CEILCKHMU U TOPO -
CKMMHM paliloHaMu.

Knroueevie cnosa: nemorpadudeckuii pocT, TOPOACKHE PalOHBI, TOPOACKOE HACEICHUE, TOPOJCKAs IOJINTHKA,
IKOHOMMYECKU pocT, KazaxcraH, ypbaHHU3alus, pETHOHANIBHOE Pa3BUTHE M TOCYJAPCTBCHHOE YIIPABIICHHUE.
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